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AUSTRALIA'S

Conversation at the Crossroads
president, Joseph Camilleri, provides an
introspective update on the organisation
and the broader issues of our time 

Almost 20 years on the war in
Afghanistan is over, but the outlook

has never looked more uncertain

ENERGY FUTURE

WORDS FROM
JOSEPH CAMILLERI

Information on our next event
hosted by Dr Kristian Camilleri

SUPPORT FOR TRANS
COMMUNITY IN COVID-19

Thoughtful reporting by Emanuelle
Arnold on the worsening mental health

and material situation of the trans
community in the context of Covid-19 
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Covid-19 has impacted several of our events.
New dates, information and exciting news of
what is to come.

Revisit our past events with accessible
recordings in conversation with the brightest
minds of today.

World in focus: 
Taliban takeover

Feature stories from Joseph Camilleri and Dr
Rashad Seedeen.

Upcoming events Words from Joseph
Camilleri 03
Featured Stories 08

ON THE COVER

Upcoming event:
Australia's Energy Future,
led by Dr Kristian
Camilleri

RESCHEDULED! 
The best of times, the worst of times: Navigating life at the

crossroads 
In this seven-week series Joseph Camilleri will be presenting on 7 consecutive
Tuesday evenings from 23 February to 5 April 2022 - rescheduled from
October-November 2021, courtesy of Covid. More details in October's
Newsletter.

Conversation at the
Crossroads
|crossroadsconversation
.com.au
connect@crossroadscon
versation.com.au

Rewind: past
Crossroads events

Trans issues in the 
foreground

Important feature story by Emanuelle Arnold 
investigating trans vulnerability during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

mailto:connect@crossroadsconversation.com.au
mailto:connect@crossroadsconversation.com.au


There is no denying it. We’re all at the

crossroads: communities small and

large, the country we call home, the

world. If a reminder was needed, the

pandemic has obliged. 

Covid has exposed the fragility of life,

the uncertainties of the future, and the

faltering steps of our institutions as they

try and manage an emergency for which

they were ill prepared and whose

ramifications they still only dimly

comprehend.

We can now see a little more clearly

how we are all closely interconnected.

We cannot overcome the Covid threat to

health and livelihoods purely by our

own individual efforts, or even the

efforts of an entire community, however

large. For the virus knows no

boundaries – within or between

countries.

It’s not only people. Issues are also

closely interlinked. If we think climate

change, we must also think health,

economy, education, refugee flows, as

well as the ineptitude of governments,

and great power rivalries that stand in

the way of constructive action.

Joseph Camilleri is Emeritus

Professor, La Trobe University and

Managing Director of Alexandria

Agenda. He was founding Director

of the Centre for Dialogue, La

Trobe University (2006-2012). 

He is the recipient of the Order of

Australia Medal, and a Fellow of

the Australian Academy of Social

Sciences. 

Words From
Joseph 
Camilleri
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In so many different ways we are at

the crossroads. Many roads ahead,

the destination uncertain, the journey

strewn with difficulty. Where to turn?

The only feasible answer is to

connect, to engage with others, to be

part of an ongoing dialogue that looks

at not just symptoms but underlying

causes.

 This is another way of saying we need to

engage in an ongoing conversation, which is

why we are launching in November,

Conversations that Matter. We’re inviting

people everywhere, regardless of their

location, to come together in small groups in

person or online to think through in some

depth the options open to us and how best to

move forward. 

I greatly look forward to seeing you at the

Launch on 24th November.



THE FUTURE OF ENERGY PRODUCTION,
CONSUMPTION AND POLICY IN
AUSTRALIA

Upcoming
Events

In conversation with Tony Wood (Grattan

Institute) and Mark Wakeham (ACTU), Dr Kristian

Camilleri leads a discussion of Australia's energy

future.

Spread over two sessions we aim to arrive at a

better understanding of the obstacles that stand

in the way of bringing about a shift to a greater

reliance on renewable sources of energy.

Tony Wood:  Energy
and Climate Change
Program Director,
Grattan Institute.

Dates:  
Thursday 30 September 7pm-8.15pm - Information Session

Thursday 7 October 7pm-8.15pm - Strategy Discussion
Session

 
Format:  Zoom

 

Link:
click here  to register

 

Mark Wakeham:
Senior Policy Adviser,
Australian Council of
Trade Unions.

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEsfuGurD8oGtPE3pSEMI4So4SiMjqEcEx-
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEsfuGurD8oGtPE3pSEMI4So4SiMjqEcEx-


LAUNCH!!  CONVERSATIONS 
THAT MATTER

LAUNCHED BY 
MITCH TAMBO

Upcoming
Events

Conversations that Matter will be
launched by Australian World Music star
Mitch Tambo.

A proud Gamilaraay man, Tambo is
renowned for his didgeridoo playing and
lights up any arena with a passion and
deep commitment to his First Nations
culture and the people he represents.

Join us for the launch of an exciting new
project bringing people together in small
groups for rich, ongoing conversations
about the future. 

This is an opportunity to become part of
a growing national and international
network of groups engaged in vibrant
conversations, alive to the challenges
and opportunities ahead.

Professor Joseph Camilleri OAM will
outline the vision behind the project, the
importance of conversation in these
troubled times, and the different ways
that people can participate. 

The Conversations that Matter launch event
will take place online  and in person  at 75
Reid Street, Fitzroy North.  Online attendees
will join the launch via Zoom. Questions?
Email us at
connect@crossroadsconversation.com.au 
Tickets for in-person attendance are $20
(student concession $12) and online $12. Learn
more at www.crossroadsconversation.com.au

Tickets available HERE
 

Launching 24th November
6:30pm - 8:00pm

https://www.trybooking.com/BUHNH


Who is Australia? What
does it mean to be
Australian?

Importantly, how does
this integrate with the
state of the world? 

How we see ourselves
and the values we hold
dear, ultimately
determines how we
respond to the
greatest challenges
of the 21st Century.

The impacts of our
colonial past, climate
catastrophe, growing
inequality, and rising
global power tensions
will shape our future.
Will our luck run out,
or is there hope?

To best respond, we
need to go a little
deeper and create a
vision that shows
concerned Australians
what is possible.

To help answer these
questions we are
asking some of the
greatest thinkers from
all walks of life to
come together. 

To release the
pressure valve and the
sense of overwhelm
that has crept into the
minds of so many.

Podcast hosted by 
 Conversations at the
Crossroads team
member, Doug
Stevenson.

Conversation at the
Crossroads to

launch podcast:
 

For this project to be successful we
ask you to keep in mind three

concepts: To be accessible,
authentic and vulnerable.

 
If people sense your human side

they may just be willing to connect
and kick start the conversation.

 
 

06 |  PODCAST LAUNCH

Doug Stevenson is a 'Concerned Australian'
asking big questions from some of the great
minds of our time.
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Previous
Events

R E W I N D

CONVERSATION AT THE CROSSROADS
PRESENTS:  A  P L A G U E  O N  B O T H  T H E I R

H O U S E S :  R E C L A I M I N G  T H E  P O W E R  O F
C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F R O M  G O V E R N M E N T

A N D  B I G  T E C H .  A  SPECIAL
CONVERSATION WITH LIZZIE O'SHEA ,

LAWYER,  WRITER AND CO-FOUNDER AND
CHAIR OF DIGITAL RIGHTS WATCH,

ADVOCATING FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
ONLINE.

CLICK HERE TO WATCH

ON JUNE 8,  2021 CONVERSATION AT
THE CROSSROADS HOSTED A VERY

SPECIAL EVENT FEATURING RICHARD
FALK ,  EMERITUS PROFESSOR OF

INTERNATIONAL LAW AT PRINCETON
UNIVERSITY,  AND STUART REES ,

EMERITUS PROFESSOR AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY,  IN

CONVERSATION WITH JOSEPH
CAMILLERI ,  EMERITUS PROFESSOR AT

LA TROBE UNIVERSITY.
CLICK HERE TO WATCH

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9VUYtZ_TR3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xom7BQMGLts


COLLAPSES
THE FOREVER WAR

- Afghanistan remains the centre of the world's conflict -
- with countless civilians caught in the crossfire -

FEATURED STORIES



AFGHANISTAN DEBACLE
EXPOSES THE LIMITS TO
EMPIRE

JOSEPH CAMILLERI
 

The chaotic scenes at Kabul airport are
symbolic of a military intervention that has
brought the people of Afghanistan nothing
but loss and destruction. The United States
and its allies, not least Australia, have a
great deal to answer for. This twenty-year
war has been an unmitigated disaster from
beginning to end. And what an ignominious
end it is, especially for the United States.

Almost immediately after the September 11
attacks President Bush formed a war cabinet
to prosecute the ‘war on terror’...

To read on click HERE9 |  FEATURED STORIES

Final resistance: fighters in
Afghanistan's final hold out
provience of Panjshir await
incoming Taliban forces.
Source: @PanjshirProvin1
(Twitter) 

https://crossroadsconversation.com.au/?p=837


 FEATURED STORIES |  10

Dr Rashad Seedeen:

The world witnessed
scenes of desperate
Afghans crowding
the tarmac and
clinging on to planes
as they departed the
Kabul airport,
horrifying many and
triggering past
traumas for scores of
refugees. 

The rush to exit Afghanistan was
precipitated by the entry of Taliban
forces into the city of Kabul, securing
the near-complete capture of
Afghanistan from occupying U.S. forces
within days of their withdrawal...

To read on click HERE

To read Part II click HERE

THE DEBT AUSTRALIA
OWES THE PEOPLE OF
AFGHANISTAN |  PART I

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/16/kabul-airport-chaos-and-panic-as-afghans-and-foreigners-attempt-to-flee-the-capital
https://crossroadsconversation.com.au/?p=861
https://crossroadsconversation.com.au/?p=874


Support workers fight for the trans community during
the pandemic (Part I)

 

FEATURED STORY



LEAN ON ME:  SUPPORT
WORKERS FIGHT FOR
THE TRANS COMMUNITY
DURING THE PANDEMIC
(PART I)

12 |  FEATURED STORIES

Pandemic hurts trans
community: The impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic and
subsequent lockdowns has been
profound on the community,
fortifying the roadblocks to
adequate support and medical
care.

EMANUELLE ARNOLD

Can you imagine constructing a skyscraper without
scaffolding?
Of course not. These support systems save lives.

Peer support practitioners are building the scaffolding
for the trans community—but who is supporting them?

Underfunded, overworked and underresourced. Trans-
friendly services rely on people who self-identify as a part
of the trans and gender diverse population. Thus, they
are also a part of one of the “most medically and socially
marginalised groups in our community.”

To read more click HERE

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/26895269.2021.1890659
https://crossroadsconversation.com.au/?p=894


Our book club has
now met twice. Our
first book was the
Vanishing Half by
Brit Bennett,
shining a light on
racism and
women’s rights in
America. 
Two books to
discuss in our next
catch-ups include
Cilka’s Journey by
Heather Morris and
Parvana by Deborah
Ellis. 

C O N V E R S A T I O N  A T  T H E  C R O S S R O A D S
B O O K  C L U B

IF  YOU’RE INTERESTED IN
READING WE HOPE YOU

CAN JOIN US!
CONNECT@CROSSROADSCONVERSATION.

COM.AU

 


